
                 Minutes of the meeting of Carbrooke Parish Council  
held on 11 September 2017 in Carbrooke Church 

 
 
Present: Cllrs P Sampher (Chair), J Borrett, C Coppen, J Nind, M Wormall. 
Cllr T Hewett (Breckland Council). In attendance N Hartley (Parish Clerk).   
 
 
The meeting opened with a presentation from Susan Heinrich of Breckland Council on 
Neighbourhood Plans. Ms Heinrich outlined the various options open to the Parish Council 
if it wishes to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan. A Neighbourhood Plan is about planning and 
land use, not the delivery of services. Funding is available to prepare a Plan. The cost is 
between £8,000 and £10,000. Councillors expressed concerns that most of the 
development in Carbrooke has been recorded as being in Watton. Ms Heinrich agreed to 
look into this. The clerk was also asked to write to Breckland Council expressing the 
Parish Council’s concern that it appears as if there has been no development in 
Carbrooke, when in fact there has been significant development. Ms Heinrich noted that a 
Parish Council cannot use a Neighbourhood Plan to block future development.  
   
 
1. Apologies  
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Dekeyzer, who was on holiday and Cllr Fishlock, who 
had a prior engagement. 
 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllrs Nind, Sampher and Wormall in any matters relating to Blenheim Grange. Cllr Coppen 
in any matters relating to Millennium Green.  
   
 
3. Minutes 
 
It was resolved to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 3 July 2017 as a 
true and accurate record. 
 
 
4. Matters Arising 
 
Cllr Sampher noted that he had spoken to the Site Manager at Blenheim Grange and had 
been told that the current works are to be completed by the end of November/early 
December. The installation of the Water Tank next to the play area may take place after 
that.  
 
 
5. Public Participation 
 
The meeting was adjourned for Public Participation. Cllr Hewett noted the Jobs Fair will be 
held in Watton on 3 October and elsewhere in the District throughout September. She 
noted that Breckland Council’s Local Plan is on track to be adopted in the spring/early 
summer of 2018. Around ten villages are in the process of writing Neighbourhood Plans to 



support sustainable development in their parishes. The Council has her full support with 
any grant applications.  
 
 
6. Finance 
 
 
a. Current balances:- 
 
The Council’s current bank balances are as follows.  
 
Current Account £16,492.84 
Business Tracker Account £1,344.03  
Scottish Widows (Blenheim Grange Maintenance fund account) £85,000 
Unity Trust Bank (Blenheim Grange Maintenance fund account) £85,004.66 
Lloyds Bank (Blenheim Grange Maintenance fund account) £27,826.19 
 
 
b. Payments made and approved in accordance with the budget 
 
Direct Debit, Veolia, waste collection at Carbrooke Village Hall, £106.80 
Direct Debit, Veolia, waste collection at Community Cabin, 47.88 
Direct Debit, Veolia, waste collection at Carbrooke Village Hall, £85.44 
Direct Debit, Veolia, waste collection at Blenheim Grange, £18.98 
Chq 101175 N Hartley, clerk’s salary to July 2017, £479.76  
        101176 Thinking Rural, payroll services, £12 
        101177 N Hartley, clerk’s salary to August 2017, £479.56 
        101178 Carbrooke PCC, use of the church on July 3 and September 6, £26 
        101179 Thinking Rural, payroll services, £12 
        101180 Aon UK Ltd, additional premium for Community Cabin, £33.60 
        101181 Scooper Dooper, dog bin emptying at Blenheim Grange, £186 
        101182 Norfolk County Council, Parish Partnership Scheme contribution for  
                     Improvements to the bus stop opposite the Flying Fish, £250  
        101183 Norfolk County Council, Parish Partnership Scheme contribution for crossing  
                     and hard standing at Norwich Road, £2,542.50 
        101184 2upLtd, newsletter and maintenance of village website, £200 
        101185 Millennium Green Trust, grant toward play equipment at Millennium Green,  
                     £2,800 
        101186 A Newton, grass cutting at Blenheim Grange and Carbrooke Village Hall,                      
                     £792 
        101187 Mazars, external audit fee, £510 
        101188 P Sampher, reimbursement for purchase of First Aid kit, Accident Book and     
                     No Smoking signs for Community Cabin, £11.56 
        101189 N Hartley, reimbursement for purchase of stamps, £13.44 
        101190 A Newton, grass cutting at Blenheim Grange and Carbrooke Village Hall,  
                    £1,056 
        101191 Anglian Water, water bill for Community Cabin, £42.32 
        101192 Information Commissioner, annual subscription, £35 
        101193 Thinking Rural, payroll services, £12 
        101194 Gemco, registration of waste exemption for Blenheim Grange spoil, £180 
        
 



        c. Payments received 
 
        Unity Trust Bank, interest on account, £4.66  
        Zara Lister, use of Community Cabin, £20 
 
 
7. Planning 
 
a. Breckland Council decisions 
 
Mr R Morgan, Yew Tree Cottage, Broadmoor Road                             3PL/2017/0723/HOU 
Demolish flat roofed garage & erect cart lodge with attached storage room and widen  
pedestrian access to allow vehicular traffic                                                             Approved 
 
Mrs C O’Dell, Orchard View Barn, Shipdham Road, Cranworth           3PL/2017/0686/HOU 
Single storey extension                                                                                           Approved 
 
b. Application considered  
 
Broadland Housing Group, former RAF Watton Technical Site                    3PL/2017/1095 
Erection of three dwellings  
 
The Council has asked for a time extension and clarification as to why the development is 
recorded as being in Watton when in fact it is in Carbrooke. The Council would also like to 
know if these are rent to buy properties or just social housing.  
 
 
8. Annual Audit 
 
The completion of the Annual Audit was noted. It was observed by the auditors that the 
Clerk, on behalf of the Council, had amended the value of its Fixed Assets. The revised 
figure was accepted by the auditors as a more accurate figure than that which had 
previously been recorded.  
 
 
9. Local Plan 
 
The Council considered the pre-submission publication of Breckland Council’s Local Plan. 
It was noted that one of the two sites recorded for development as part of Watton is in 
Carbrooke. It was unanimously resolved to express the Council’s concerns about the fact 
that development is not being recorded in Carbrooke.  
 
 
10. Three Year Plan for Blenheim Grange 
 
It was resolved to adopt a Three Year Plan for Blenheim Grange. The details of the Plan 
will be completed by the Council’s Finance Working Group and submitted to the full 
Council for approval.  
 
 
11. Blenheim Grange 
 



Cllr Wormall noted that he was disappointed by Breckland Council’s reaction to the Parish 
Council’s request to impose a drinking ban in the area around the War Memorials. The 
clerk will pursue Breckland Council for a more positive response. If an anti social drinking 
order is imposed, it will allow the Police to take more effective action.   
 
A complaint has been received through Watton’s Mayor about smashed drink bottles 
around the memorials. It has been suggested that the two memorials should be placed 
together and the benches removed. The clerk will pursue further. 
 
The Council had received an email noting that there are no road signs on Canberra Road 
to prevent parking on the pavement and footpaths. The Parish Council has asked for this 
in the past. It was unanimously resolved to ask the resident to contact the consortium 
regarding this as it may help to bring more pressure to bear on the consortium to complete 
the works so that the roads can be adopted.  
 
The Council had been in contact with George Freeman’s office. It was noted that Mr 
Freeman is to meet Taylor Wimpey in the autumn with a view to enabling Norfolk County 
Council to adopt the roads at Blenheim Grange in early 2018. 
 
 
12. Open Space land at Blenheim Grange 
 
It was noted that over the summer some residents have been parking on the Open Space 
land at Lancaster Avenue and that two Bouncy Castles, football goals and an inflatable 
pool had been put on the land. It was unanimously resolved to write to all residents asking 
them not to park on the Open Space land or to leave anything on it.  
 
It was also noted that a lady is mowing an area of Open Space grass which is covered 
under the Council’s maintenance contract. It was unanimously resolved to inform her that 
she would be liable for any damage caused by her mowing and to ask her to stop cutting.  
 
 
13. Wild Flower Meadow at Blenheim Grange 
 
Cllr Wormall noted that members of the TCV volunteers have cut and raked clear the 
Meadow at the front of Blenheim Grange and believe there is sufficient seed in the ground 
to regenerate the wild flower meadow. The volunteers have created a new footpath around 
two fallen trees which had blocked the original in the woodland behind the American 
Memorial.  
 
 
14. Christmas Trees 
 
The Council would like to provide a Christmas tree for the older part of the village. It was 
unanimously resolved for this year to write to the PCC to see if they would like a tree for 
the front of the churchyard. It was also resolved to write to the Village Hall Committee to 
see whether, as part of the refurbishment works, it would be able to include the installation 
of an outside power supply to the left and right of the front of the Village Hall so that in 
future years a Christmas tree might be installed to the left of the Hall and there would also 
be an outside power source for village events and other purposes.    
 
 



15. Norfolk County Council Member Scheme 
 
It was unanimously resolved to request a central reservation to accompany the Parish 
Council’s Parish Partnership Scheme of moving the bus stop on Norwich Road. If not, it 
was unanimously agreed to request that the area in front of the churchyard wall be cleared 
so as to tidy up this area and to make the red phone more accessible.  
 
 
16. Red Phone Box 
 
It was unanimously resolved to install a Defibrillator in the red phone box on Church 
Street. The cost of this may have to be included in next year’s Budget. It was also resolved 
to obtain a quote to paint the box inside and out.  
 
 
17. Speed Limit and Parking Restrictions 
 
The Council had received a request for parking restrictions on Church Street. It was noted 
that Norfolk County Council does not have funding for such a project.   
 
Cllr Borrett requested that the speed limit through the village be reduced.  
 
It was unanimously resolved to invite the Chief Inspector and Borough Commander, Paul 
Wheatley, to the next Parish Council meeting to discuss the Council’s proposals to reduce 
the speed limit through the older part of the village.   
 
It was unanimously resolved to apply for a Speed Reduction sign under the Parish 
Partnership Scheme.  
 
 
18. Village Fete 
 
It was unanimously resolved to invite representatives of the various village groups to a 
meeting with a view to holding a village fete in 2018. The Parish Council would like to be 
involved in the fete and for members to be part of the committee. The clerk was asked to 
find out the cost of a mini bus service to take villagers to and from Blenheim Grange and 
the Norwich Road estates.  
 
 
19. Representatives’ Reports 
 
Cllr Wormall, on behalf of Blenheim Grange Residents Association, noted that much of his 
report had been included in the various items above. He noted that there had been a 
domestic burglary at Blenheim Grange and that there had been incidences of door 
knocking then running off, with at least one alleged incident of attempted entry. 
 
Cllr Coppen, on behalf of Millennium Green Trust, noted that new play equipment is to be 
installed this month. He noted the pond had been fenced off and there were plans to fence 
off the play area. The volunteers plan to make a new maze and to tidy around the War 
Memorials.  
 
 



20. Correspondence 
 
The Council had received a bill for the Community Cabin from EDF in excess of what it 
should be. The clerk had read the meter and returned the reading to EDF, which is looking 
into this.  
 
It was noted that Aon will not be providing insurance from next year.  
 
 
21. Finance Training 
 
It was agreed that the recent full Council on finance had proved very useful.  
 
 
22. Items for Inclusion on Next Agenda 
 
Items for inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting – 
 
A Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
The purchase of a Christmas tree and lights for the older part of the village.  
 
To set a date for the Village Fete committee. 
 
 
 
23. Next Meeting 
 
The date of the next meeting will be Monday 9 October 2017 in the Village Hall.  
 
 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 8.55pm.  
 

 
 

 


